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JOHN 5

Conversation Starter.

Jesus heals an invalid in this chapter. What do you think qualifies a healing as miraculous? Do you know of or have you experienced any
miraculous healings?

Read John 5:1-15.

¢ |t was obvious that the man was desperate for healing. Why do you think Jesus asked him, “Do you want to be healed?”

¢ |f you were a religious leader, why would you be upset?

e Jesus assumes an air of anonymity in this passage. What could His inconspicuous approach tell us about Him?

e Jesus told the man to stop sinning. Is it possible for someone to do this?

e Why do you think Jesus gave this command?

e Put yourself in the shoes of the man who was healed. How would you feel? What would you be thinking?

e Have you had any experiences where you felt God intervened in your life in some miraculous or special way? How would you
describe it?

Read John 5:16-30.

¢ The Jewish leaders turned against Jesus because He claimed equality with the Father (verse 18). This so incensed them that they
began plotting to kill Jesus. Why do you think His claim of equality was so upsetting to them?

e Some people today say that Jesus never claimed to be God. From the evidence in this chapter, how do you think Jesus would answer
this charge?

e If Jesus is equal with God the Father, how could that impact a person’s response to Jesus?

e Inverses 19-31, what are some ways that Jesus claims equality with the Father?

¢ How do you feel about Jesus’ claim to be God?

e Jesus discusses condemnation and life in this passage. What does He say about these two subjects (verses 28-30)?

e How could we know that we possess the eternal life that Jesus describes?

Read John 5:31-47.

e What witnesses to Jesus’ authority are mentioned in this passage (verses 31-47)?

¢ What do you think is the point that the author is making by presenting these witnesses?

¢ In verses 39-40, what does Jesus say about the role of the Scriptures (the Old Testament) in giving eternal life?

e Even after this discussion, people still refused to believe in Jesus. Why do you think they persisted in their unbelief?

e Jesus says that some will accept others who come in his own name but will not accept Him. Who are some of the others that
people might accept today?

It seems that a hindrance to belief is accepting the praise from others (verse 44). What do you think Jesus means by this?
How could this discussion about Jesus’ equality with the Father affect your understanding and belief in Jesus?



